
By ROBIN CHAN

FORMER minister Lim Hwee Hua
believes the Government should
not apologise for being in busi-
ness as it has a key role to play in
regulating and managing the econ-
omy.

But to be a friend of business,
rather than a foe, it must adapt to
changing business needs and not
cling to old doctrines, she said.

Mrs Lim made the point in her
keynote speech before a panel dis-
cussion yesterday on the role of
governments in business.

It is also the subject of her new
book, Government In Business:
Friend Or Foe?, which she
launched at the event.

The book, published by Straits
Times Press – the book publishing
arm of Singapore Press Holdings
– was written following her depar-
ture from politics after the Work-
ers’ Party defeated the People’s
Action Party in Aljunied GRC in
the 2011 general election.

Now a director at private equi-
ty firm Tembusu Partners, she
was in politics for 15 years, hold-
ing portfolios such as Second Min-
ister of Transport and Finance.

With that perspective, she said
yesterday: “Government should
not apologise for being in busi-
ness. But it must be clear about its
criteria for participating and for
how long.”

It can turn into a foe of busi-
ness “when it clings to certain pol-
icy positions or rules, which may
have worked well in the past but
are no longer relevant”, she said.

Citing the recent government
shutdown and debt-ceiling im-
passe in the United States, Mrs

Lim said they show the important
role governments play as manager
of the national economy and pro-
vider of essential services.

During the panel discussion, a
dominant theme was the role of
government as a shareholder in a
company and how it should pro-
vide such essential services.

Government-linked companies
like Singapore Airlines have
helped the economy develop but
when should government get out?

Panellist Liew Mun Leong,
chairman of Changi Airport
Group and former chief executive
of property developer Capita-
Land, said the Government must
be careful about which companies
it privatises because of the ser-
vices that may be needed.

For this reason, he disagreed
with the decision to privatise the
Public Works Department, which
is now known as CPG Group and
owned by China Architecture De-
sign and Research Group, a Chi-
nese firm.

“Today, we need these ser-
vices. We are building airports,

we are spending tens of billions of
dollars but where are they? They
were sold to an Australian compa-
ny, then sold to the Chinese. If
you get them back, they will skin
you. We have to be careful about
what we privatise and sell.”

What is essential may also
change over time, said Mrs Lim.

One growing need in Singa-
pore, for instance, is eldercare,
and panellist Mildred Tan, head of
advisory at Ernst and Young Singa-
pore, said a collaborative ap-
proach between the government
and private sector is needed.

Mrs Lim later said at the book
launch that she hoped it would
“provide sufficient catalyst for a
wider discussion” on the subject
of government in business.

Mr Patrick Daniel, chairman of
Straits Times Press, said: “This is
certain to be a book that is going
to be well-read and will continue
to be well-discussed for anyone in-
terested in this topic of govern-
ment in business, especially Singa-
pore’s unique brand of it.”
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By THAM YUEN-C

THE Singaporean diplomat valued
for his views on a wide variety of
issues says people should not be
afraid to speak up about things
they care about, provided they do
their homework.

Professor Tommy Koh, 75,
speaking at an event to launch a
book of his favourite essays and
lectures, said: “My advice... is to
be brave, but to do your home-
work first, so that you are able to
stand your ground and defend
yourself when you’re attacked,
and not to be intimidated.”

His book – which covers topics
ranging from his friends and fami-
ly to law, diplomacy, his pet is-
sues of culture and heritage – illus-
trates the many dimensions of
Prof Koh, who has contributed to
different fields in his roles as the
dean of the National University of
Singapore law school, Singapore’s
permanent representative to the
United Nations, and the chairman
of the National Arts Council
among others.

From a speech about his stu-
dent days at Raffles Institution to
his essay defending the idea of a
minimum wage, the writings
show Prof Koh’s idea of a “good”
society that is gracious and just.

In an essay titled The Singa-
pore Of My Dreams, the Ambassa-
dor-at-large writes about his
wish for Singapore to have an om-
budsman with the power to inves-
tigate complaints by citizens who
feel they have been treated unfair-
ly by public service agencies.

Yesterday, answering report-
ers’ questions, Prof Koh said that
as a young lawyer, he had repre-

sented clients who suffered such
“maladministration”.

In one case, his client, who had
received a scholarship to study in
New Zealand, was denied a pass-
port without any explanation and
had to forfeit the chance to go to
school.

“These cases are burned in my
memory,” he said. “Although I
think we have a great public ser-
vice, very little corruption, but
even a great public service some-
times makes mistakes... In a good
society sometimes the administra-
tion makes honest mistakes, some-
times they are prejudiced, some-
times they act inappropriately and
there should be some process of
review.”

In another essay, written one
Sunday afternoon in defence of
economist Lim Chong Yah, who
caused a stir with his proposal to
push up the wages of the lowest-
paid workers, Prof Koh said “what
we have achieved so far is a pros-
perous but unfair society”.

Talking about the rich-poor
gap yesterday at the book launch,

he said “it is certainly a source of
concern to our moral con-
science... a good nation is one
that doesn’t tolerate such a high
degree of disparity”.

As such, he was glad the issue
of poverty is now on the “national
agenda”.

On defending his friend, he
quipped: “I felt Professor Lim
Chong Yah had no defender, and
although I’m no economist, I de-
cided this is a good man and some-
body must defend him.”

During the event at the Nation-
al Library, Prof Koh presented cop-
ies of his book – The Tommy Koh
Reader: Favourite Essays And Lec-
tures, published by World Scientif-
ic – to his personal assistants
through the years, who were
among the 150 invited guests.

The Straits Times editor War-
ren Fernandez, relating three sto-
ries about Prof Koh, said he “com-
bines humility, with good grace,
and the ability to use his influence
to good effect, on a range of caus-
es”.
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By AUDREY TAN

LAWYER and MP Edwin Tong is
assisting the animal welfare volun-
teer involved in the controversial
case in which a seven-month-old
mongrel was put down by its
adopter of four months for al-
leged aggression.

This comes after Law Minister
K. Shanmugam weighed in on the
issue last week, saying in a Face-
book post on Oct 23 that volun-
teer and assistant project manag-
er Ada Ong “should get a lawyer
to pursue the matter”. He also
said he had suggested one to her.

“Minister Shanmugam ap-
proached me and asked if I was
prepared to assist, and I agreed,”
said Mr Tong, who is a partner at
law firm Allen and Gledhill and

MP of Moulmein-Kallang GRC.
The case first made waves

three weeks ago when netizens
criticised the adopter, Briton Ali-
son McElwee, for putting down
the healthy dog on Oct 7, saying
it had bitten her and her children.

Negative sentiment intensified
after Ms Ong, 35, insisted that
she had been willing to take the
dog back, pointing to the adop-
tion agreement signed between
her and Ms McElwee and text
messages between the two.

Mr Louis Ng, executive direc-
tor of welfare group Animal Con-
cerns Research and Education So-
ciety (Acres), who had said that
money for legal action could be
raised if necessary, said in a state-
ment that “Ada has engaged law-
yers to consider and pursue the

appropriate recourse in this
case”.

He added: “Acres is also sup-
porting her in this matter.”

Ms McElwee and her lawyer de-
clined to comment.
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By NUR ASYIQIN MOHAMAD SALLEH

IT IS not fair to brand future grad-
uates of Singapore’s third law
school as “second class”, said
Law Minister K. Shanmugam yes-
terday.

Students from the school will
be equipped with the full range of
skills expected of all lawyers, and
will not be restricted to practising
only family and criminal law, he
wrote in a Facebook post.

However, it is hoped that “a
reasonable number” of them will
end up practising in these areas,
by targeting mature students who
have gained work experience in re-
lated fields, such as social work
and the police force, he added.

It was announced two weeks
ago that the law school will open
at SIM University, which caters
to working adults, in the next few
years. The part-time undergradu-
ate degree course is expected to
take in about 75 students. While
it will be a general law degree,

there will be a strong focus on
criminal and matrimonial law to
address the shortage of lawyers in
these fields.

In his blog post, Mr Shanmu-
gam noted concerns that lawyers
from the new school will be per-
ceived as “second class” to their
counterparts from the two exist-
ing law schools at the National
University of Singapore and Sin-
gapore Management University.
“It would not be accurate to say
that graduates of the third Law
School are restricted to practising
community law. Nor is it fair to
brand them as ‘second class’,” he
said.

They will be “equipped with
the full range of skills expected of
all lawyers”, and can “ practise in
any area of the law they wish”.

Some have also questioned if
the setting up of the new school
can address the shortage of law-
yers in community law, given
that graduates may not end up
practising in this field.

“This is not something that
can be mandated by the Govern-
ment or anyone else,” Mr Shan-
mugam acknowledged.

But by making community law
a focus of the new school, and by
targeting mid-career profession-
als who are keen to start a career
in law, “the hope is that a reasona-
ble number will end up practising
law in that area”, he added.

The upcoming school will also
give working adults a second
chance to pursue their dreams of
practising law. “Many people de-
velop greater clarity of their inter-
ests when they are more mature,”
he said. “This is very much in line
with our intent to ensure that Sin-
gapore remains a nation of oppor-
tunities.”

The legal system as a whole
will also benefit. “In other juris-
dictions, mixed teams of lawyers
and social workers work together
on cases, and ensure best out-
comes for litigants.”

asyiqins@sph.com.sg

The putting down of this puppy by its
adopter has led to a dispute with the
animal welfare volunteer who helped
find it a home. PHOTO: PRISCILLA TAN

Former minister Lim Hwee Hua signing copies of her book, Government In
Business: Friend Or Foe? at the Tanglin Club yesterday. Mrs Lim wrote the book
following her departure from politics after the 2011 polls. ST PHOTO: NG SOR LUAN

Professor Tommy Koh signing his book for Professor Kishore Mahbubani. The
book, launched yesterday, contains insights into his career, his take on issues on
diplomacy and law, and tributes to former presidents. ST PHOTO: LIM SIN THAI
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