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Joint venture
'going nuts’, rather
than use palm oil

By Tania Tan

“GOING nuts” may well be
the greener alternative fo
pailm oil as a transport fuel It
will also not be at the expense
of the crop’s other uses, like
cooking oil

A joint venture biodiesel
plant here, by Van Der Horst
Biodiesel {VDH) and the Insti-
tute of Environmental Science
and Engineering (IESE), will
achieve this using the Jat-
ropha curcas nut,

Because the non-food
shrub can thiive on semi-arid
soil, it has a major advantage
over palm oil as it “does not
compete with good agricultur-
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al land”, said M1 Peter Cheng,
chief executive officer of the
Singapore-based VDH
Spezking at the signing of
the joint venture yesterday,
IESE director and chief execu-
tive officer Tay Joo Hwa said
companies here are looking fo-
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rives on semi-ari
soil, and does niot need good agricultural fand to grow.

wards taking full advantage of
Singapore’s renewed push for
clean fuel

Under the joint venture,
two such clean-energy plants
will be built. The first, a 4.5
hectare facility on Jurong Is-
land, will be completed by De-

cember next year and will pro-

duce up to 200,000 meftric
tonnes of fuel. ’

Plans for the second plant,
inn Johor, are in the works.

Another four plants by oth-
er parties will be established
here by next year, Professor
Tay said, drawn by Singapore’s
“prime geo-political locale and
excellent infrastructure”, ,

He predicts that by the end
of next year, Singapore will
become one of the largest bio-
diesel production bases in
Asia, churping out some 1.5
million tonnes annuaily.

Mr Cheng said biofuel pro-
duced by the Jurong plant will
be sold directly to local oil
companies, as well as those in
Cambodia and China.

Alieady, buyers fiom Eu-
rope — the biggest user of green
fuels — are expressing interest

Each of the two joint ven-
ture plants will cost about
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. on the production frontas well. - -
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onmentally: triendly. . plant
el wili be cleaner:

will replace chemica
el production, eliminating the
need for high temperatures
and pressures.

This major investment is
“timely”,. said Prof Tay, as
countries worldwide are begin-
ning to shift their focus towards
altetnative energy sources

" Currently, biodiesel, de-
tived from natural oils like
palm and rapeseed, is convert-
ed into vehicle fuel through
chemical processes These are
then blended with fossil fuels
for petrol.

he European Union an-
nounced earlier this month that
biodiesel will make up 10 per
cent of transport fuel Current-
ly, less than 3 per cent is used.

Green fuel 1s not used in ve-
hicles here, although oil compa-
ny Shell plans to test its first bio-
diesel pump in the first half of
this year

“Alternative energy is the
the buzzword of today,” said
Mr Cheng. “We're happy that
our plans contribute so perfect-
1y to this cause.”
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